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- The Competitive
- Trail Horse

Chan Bergen

Dr. Bill Throgmorton is an approved
North American Trail Ride Conference
(NATRC) judge and an approved en-
durance ride veterinarian in the Ameri-
can Association of Egquine Prac-
titioners (AAEP). He has been judging
competitive rides for 11 years and en-
durance rides for the past 10 years. Dr.
Throgmorton was the breeder of Dusty,
a Morgan horse that his daughter
Linda rode to the President’s Cup in
1970 NATRC competition. He selected
Stormy, a Pony of the Americas that
daughter Denise rode to the same cup
in the 1972 competition. He also se-
lected Farid’s Fantasy, the horse his
wife Joan rode to two national cham-
pionships in NATRC competition. Dr.
Throgmorton is the author of the
NATRC Judge’s Manual and was a
contributor to the AAEP Guide for En-
durance and Competitive Judges. An
active horseman, Dr. Throgmorton has
completed every endurance ride he has
entered in the top 20 percent. He and
his trail-riding family live at 1195 Day
Road, Gilroy, Calif. 95020.

How to Select
a Champion

e Lana Clymer’s horse gets a going over by veterinary judge Terry Swanson at the completion of the River Ridge competitive trail ride in
Aspen, Colorado.

OW DO we select a cham-
# pion? What is a champion

made of? The answers to
these questions are not easily
come by. The answers depend on
what qualities the founding fa-
thers of the particular competition
think he should possess. Thus,
when I speak of a competitive trail
horse champion, I am describing
the animal that possesses all the
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By BILL C. THROGMORTON, D.V.M.

ideal features necessary for a
championship performance.

A champion competitive horse
does not have to be beautiful, but
he must perform beautifully. I like
to quote my partner’s definition of
beauty, which is, “Beauty is as
beauty does.” Think about it for a
minute, and I am sure we can all

agree this statement applies to
many areas of our lives.

We all speak lovingly about the
old horse that takes care of the
children one week and then takes
us sure-footedly through the rocks
and snow for an elk hunt the next
week. This might not be the horse
that would place in any halter
class of any breed; none-the-less
he is truly beautiful because you
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CANADIAN
CREASE
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“VENT” FORMOSAN
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BRIM SIZE: 3% and 4"
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CUTTER

GARY
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Ctockman
Western
Coordinates

for real men, only.

1 Stevens)
> gFabrics§f .

You'll look up-to-date and
still look like the man you
are in Stockman casual
coordinates.

PMC knows real men
have to spend money on
other things besides
clothes. So Stockman
casual coordinates are
made to last — at a price
you can afford. Pant and
jacket sell for under
$40.00. Stockman co-
ordinates are clothes for
real men, rough and
rugged with a lot of style.
Sold in finer Western
stores.

Available in light tones
of green, brown, blue,
rust or cream. 100%
Stevens Mill polyester.
Solid surface interest
stitch with contrasting
top stitching.

3 STOCEMAN

C POOL MANUFACTURING CO.
SHERMAN, TEXAS 75090
214-893-7431
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know he is reliable, dependable,
and provides a steady perfor-
mance.

We must select a trail horse
that is suited to the task. He must
be sound both physically and
mentally. Some horses in all
breeds are well suited to com-
petitive trail riding, but not all
horses of any breed. You must
seek out the individuals which
meet the criterion of selection
from within the breed you most
desire to ride.

Let me say, before I go further,
that soundness is of paramount
importance in the competitive
horse. Without a sound horse you
have no horse. For too long now
the breed associations have en-
couraged the selection of horses
based on beauty, speed, color, size,
etc. with no emphasis placed on
soundness and durable perfor-
mance. The saying goes, “When
she goes lame we’ll breed her.” Or
if you ask another horseman when
he will breed old Bess, his answer
would be, “Breed old Bess? Oh no,

R,

I have ridden her for ten years and
she is as sound as a rock. She is the
only horse on the place that stays
sound enough to ride. Breed her
and I lose my mount.” The time
has come to introduce soundness
into our breeding programs.

Competitive trail ride com-
petition is the natural tool to test
a breeding program for its produc-
tion of sound, durable horses. I
have seen the value of trail rides
for pointing out the weaknesses of
our past selective breeding pro-
grams. We can and should use this
tool to improve our breeds by in-
cluding the selection for durability
and soundness. Trail riding is the
proving ground for endurance and
soundness just as the track is for
speed and the show ring for
beauty.

Let’s get to the business at hand
of selecting a champion. We need
to break the task down to its com-
ponent parts: those of movement,
stride, conformation, size (weight),
temperament, and heart-lung ca-
(Continued on page 195)

= e =

o A rider and her mount, down from the high country, head for the finish line on the final

day of a class A competitive trail ride.
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S B

Hereford Brand Saddle No. 5000-1

g 3

The difference betweer wmmng, orJust placing, can be
a fraction of a single second. When the competition
is tough you need your equipment ”nght” ‘This means
a deep, seated saddle with guaranteed ‘ridability”.

From the carefully positioned rigging slot in the drop-
ped skirt to the Suede panels on the seat, jockeys and
fenders this saddle is constructed to give you that

“racer’s edge”.

RAWHIDE COVERED TREE * 14%” CUSHIONED
SEAT « 12)" ONE-PIECE LAMINATED FORK =
3" DUCTILE IRON HORN BOLTED COMPLETELY
THROUGH FORK x 2% SEMI-COMFORT CAN-
TLE » SEMI-QUARTER HORSE BARS * IN-SKIRT
RIGGING « BROWN SUEDE LEATHER-COVERED
SEAT, JOCKEYS AND FENDERS *+ LEATHER-
COVERED OX BOW STIRRUPS = QUICK-CHANGE
STIRRUP BUCKLES+ FULLY EQUIPPED & READY
T0 RIDE

o, e

SABRINA SCHMIDT of Ra-
sanky, Texas turns a barrel
during 1973 TYRA competi-
tion. Sabrina is the reigning
Texas and National High
School Rodeo Queen. In a-
chieving this honor, she be-
came the flrst young radv to
ever make a “clean sweep”’ of
all the judged Queen events.

SOLD THROUGH
AUTHORIZED
DEALERS ONLY

A TANDY CORFORATION COMPANY

iN CAMADA Tex Tan Kenway Leather CQ * 5?26 Burie:gh Cresﬁent S E ._C:afg-ary, Alberta, Canada




Matilda Becenti, 15, P.0. Box 15, Crownpoint, N.M.
87313; Rose Drebes, 11, Rt. 1, Palmyra, Mo. 63461; Jea-
nette Robbins, 11, Rt. 1, Palmyra, Mo. 63461; Anne
Lowry, 11, 4675 Chicago Ave., Fair Oaks, Calif. 95628;
Sharon Kelley, 18, 814 Colson Ave., Ottawa, Ont., Canada
KIG TRF:; Susie Clark, 13, 1040 Cumberland Rd., Cour-
tenay, B.C., Canada VON 2E6; Kathryn Batty, RR 1,
Coboconk, Ont., Canada KOM IKO; Willa Wiese, 12, Box
365, Jewell, Towa 50130;

Elisa Keithley, 13, RR1, Midvale, Ida. 83645; Rosie
Grzyb, 9, 1056 N. 35th St., Phoenix, Ariz. 85008; and
Laura Pare, 14, RR 2, Campbellsburg, Ind. 47108. ‘s~

Competitive Trail
(Continued from page 112)

pacity. We will focus upon and
deal with each component in-
dividually.

The first criterion of selection is
movement. How free a horse
moves is directly related to the ef-
fort he will use to create that
movement. By free motion is
meant a free-flowing action; the
legs seem to move in easy, contin-
uous motion with no jerking or ex-
aggerated action like park action,
or high knee action of gaited
horses in general. High knee or
hock action—while it may have ap-
peal to fanciers of gaited horses—is
a definite disadvantage to the
competitive horse because it re-
sults in wasted energy.

Horses that have excessive
muscle—or short, thick-muscled
bodies—work excessively to pro-
duce movement. They expend
more energy per mile than do
lightly muscled horses. An effort
should be made to avoid heavily
muscled horses.

The stride of a horse is the mea-
sured distance traveled in one
complete cycle. In other words
how far, let us say, any one foot
travels from the time it leaves the
ground until it strikes again.

The length of stride varies
greatly between breeds and be-
tween individuals within breeds.
Free-moving, long-strided horses
will over-step at the walk by as

4l

e “Naw, | only buy straw hats . . . they're
cooler!”
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Outstanding
in the field . ..

. « . of livestock insurance.
That’s Midwest Mutual Insur.
ance Company.

To protect your livestock invest-
ments you need a special insur-
ance policy. Midwest Mutual of-
fers you truly unique coverages,
backed by 26 years of experience
in specialty fields, with the kind
of service that only a specialist
can provide.

That's what makes us so outstanding.
Please send me more informa-
tion on your livestock insurance,
Name
Address
City —  State Zijp
Mail to:
Livestock Department
MIDWEST MUTUAL
INSURANCE COMPANY
1111 Ashworth Rd.
West Des Moines, Iowa 50265

“APOLLO"

No. 9001 The super quality saddle that
ne of the

is the talk of Horsedom. 0

really fine English Saddles available at

a modest price for such workmanship.

Made on a light-weight exercise tree

with foam rubber padded seat and panels.
In seat sizes 161" and 1714",

(Carrying case with zip- $29 500
Per and handles included)

No. 8001C Same as above with §
super fittings of your choice 345
Send Check or Money Order. Sorry no €.0.D.’s

DEALERS INVITED
Send $1.00 for 1974 catalog

EISEF'S. INL.

1304 NORTH BROAD STREET
HILLSIDE, N. J. 07205
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much as 12 inches each cycle. This
means the hind-foot print will be
12 inches in front of the front-foot
print. The importance of a long
stride is dramatically seen when
you relate this to the speed at
which a horse normally walks.
Long-strided horses naturally
walk faster than do short-strided
ones. Horses can walk between 3
to 5% miles per hour with the av-
erage being about 3% to 3% miles
per hour. Few horses walk 5+
mph, but some do.

The majority of North Ameri-
can Trail Ride Conference
(NATRC) rides on the west coast
are set to a pace of slightly more
than 5 mph (35 miles in 6% to 7
hours). This might seem rather
slow, but when you consider the
mountainous terrain we have, it is
a good test of horses. Some rides
have as much as 5,000 feet of as-
cent and 5,000 feet of descent in-
cluded in one day’s ride. Short-
strided horses tend to slow to 3
mph or less on steep climbs, while
long-strided horses can walk 4 to
4'% mph on climbs. Likewise on de-
scending grades, the long-strided
horses do better.

Short-strided horses, especially
those with broad chests and heavy
muscles, work harder going down
steep grades than they do climb-
ing the same grades. This is in-
dicated by the fact that their
pulse and respiration readings are
sometimes higher after a steep
downgrade than after an equi-
distance steep upgrade.

This leads us to the next crite-
rion of selection: conformation.
Straight legs are nice, but are not
essential as long as the deviation
does not lead to interference or ex-
cessive lateral or medial rotary
motion. Most mature horses will
travel sound and remain sound if
they are shod to maintain their
natural gait. The only corrections
that should be made are for those
actions which lead to interference,
forging, cross-firing, or over-reach.-
ing. The rule is: as long as the legs
don’t hit, then keep them natural.
Avoid these conditions if they are
excessive: too-long sloping pas-
tern, calf knees, toe-out (splay),
toe-in (pigeon-toe), and sickle
hocks.

A good, long, sloping shoulder is
essential to a longer stride. The
straight shoulder leads to a short
stride. A good short back means

¢ Bill Throgmorton and Stormy, the POA
that Denise Throgmorton rode to the
President’s Cup in 1972 NATRC com-
petition. Jim Whitcomb shot this photo
during the awards banquet at the end of
the competitive year.

strength. A long underline helps
to prevent over-reaching and forg-
ing while allowing for a long
stride. The good slope and me-
dium length of the pastern are es-
sential to maintaining a comfort-
able gait. Straight, short pasterns
lead to such unsoundnesses as
ringbone, sidebone, and possibly
navicular.

The foot conformation is ultra
important since this is the sup-
porting base for the whole body.
The foot contains the initial shock
absorbing mechanism of the legs.
A healthy, well-developed foot is
the absolute key to soundness.

There should be first of all a
good strong, thick, durable wall
which carries well around to the
heel. The wall should be capable
of holding nails well so as not to
lose shoes. Thin walls won’t hold
nails and often lead to shoeing
founder. The sole should be con-
cave and thick. No evidence of
pain should be elicited by firm
pressure applied with a hoof tester
over the whole sole, frog, bars, or
sulcus of the foot.

A foot should not be small and

!
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® “Pll bet you're the only horse in this
whole state who doesn’t know how to
swim.”
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e “Ahl I's so good to be out in the open
and away from crowds!”

dainty, but rather it should be in
relation to the size of the horse it
will be required to support..It
should not be flat on the sole as
this does not allow for enough
ground clearance. The bulb of the
heel should not be down on the
ground as this leads to bruising
damage when walking in rocks.

The frog should be well devel-
oped, full, and free of thrush and
foul odors. The frog must remain
in good contact with the ground if
an open, non-contracted heel is to
be maintained. Let the heels con-
tract badly and lameness is not far
behind.

Just as a reminder, the foot
strikes the ground with a force of
approximately 700 pounds per
square inch at the walk. This in-
creases to 1,600 pounds per square
inch at the trot, and 2,100 pounds
per square inch at the lope. The
heavier the horse and the smaller
the foot, the higher these values
will be. Couple the heavy weight
of some of our horses with their
fine, trim bones and small feet,

{ Sl o
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e “Look, | don’t mind having my foot
stepped on once in awhile, but | sure
don’t like having it stood on!”
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When it comes to pleasing a cowgirl . . .
any age, it's easy with an OZARK saddle.
Barrel racer, pleasure saddle, or
one of the professional
breed . . . nothing could be
more pleasing than an /
OZARK saddle. Besides,
the life expectancy
of an OZARK is
extra long (look _
at the guarantee) §
and the comfort /
and pleasure of

the rider is as-
sured. Looks good, *
rides good, and wears
good . . . that's pleasure
for years to come.
Thrill your cowgirl . . .
with an OZARK saddle
... sold only at better
saddle dealers.

CALL 817-756-1831

LEATHER COMPANY, INC.
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change buckles.
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Freight prepaid.
Send check or M.O. to:

. | WAYNE'S SADDLERY 0.

Box 387, Princeton, Minn. 55371
612-389-2662

ERE
STERN CATALO

SADDLERY
RANCHWEAR

BOX 5407
 DENVER, COLORADO 80217

&fLe L

® “The trip | took was only three miles,

but | feel like it was six miles . .

. mostly
up and down!”’

and you're sure to increase the
possibility of an unsoundness de-
veloping in the lower limh.

There must be a good definition
of the withers. The withers are the
key to keeping the saddle in place
when riding in the hills. Without
good withers the saddle will rock
and roll on the back causing wear,
irritation, and pain. Tight cinches
and cinch sores are the result of
poor definition of the withers with
resultant binding of the cinch
tightly to prevent saddle slippage.

The back of a horse just simply
must be right if you are not to be
plagued by sore withers and sore
loins. The back should be strong
and straight, and well fitted into
the shoulder blades and withers. It
should not dip too sharply behind
the withers or sway from the with-
ers to the loin. The back should
have enough muscle so that the
dorsal spines of the vertebrae do
not protrude above the muscles.
The back should not be too broad
and flat like a table top as the
saddle will not fit well and will
tend to roll. The rider will need ex-
tremely good balance to prevent
back and cinch tenderness from
shifting tack if the back is too flat.

Often the back is not full behind
the withers, so that it will not sup-
port a saddle. This results in the
gullet of the saddle rubbing on top
of the withers. Excessively high
withers will cause the same
problem.

Many horses are open-shoul-
dered or mutton-withered; thus
the back and shoulder do not fit
together well. There is a hollow
pocket formed behind the shoul-
der blade. This pocket causes the
saddle to slip back as the shoulder

blade works in its oval patterh.
The breast collar or hunt mar-
tingale must be used to prevent
the saddle from moving back. The
horse is put at a disadvantage
when the rider’s weight is carried
too far back toward the loin and
rear quarters which are designed
to push, not carry weight.

Try to select a horse with a good
back, withers, and a tight, well-fit-
ted shoulder so that the point of
juncture between these structures
is smooth. Good withers and a
sound back that does not fall
away (sway) behind the withers
are excellent for maintaining a
saddle in place while working in
the mountains.

We commonly class competitive
horses as to the amount of weight
they carry (rider and tack). There
is, however, a much greater varia-
tion between body weights of indi-
vidual horses. There can be as
much as 300 to 500 pounds differ-
ence in the weight of the various
breeds used for competitive riding.
If it is considered that a one-
pound difference in weight can
make a difference of one second in
running a mile on the track, it is
easy to understand what happens
when we ride big, heavy horses. A
well-conditioned 15-hand Arabian
will weigh between 800 to 950
pounds, while a well-conditioned
Quarter Horse of the working type
will weigh 1,000 to 1,150 pounds. It
1S easy to see why the Quarter
Horse is having difficulty in en-
durance riding.

In competitive riding, however,
Quarter Horses are doing well be-
cause speed is not the essential
quantity. The object is to cover a
given trail in a given time and
bring your horse through in the

DENNIS
BROSZ,

"
W
Bl
g e

® “Now | know why they call them the
Rocky Mountains,”
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Horse Grooming Made Easy

Al New M & H Cleaner-Shedder No. 101—-Ideal summer
cleaner, spring shedder, and winter groomer. Solid handle
construction, blade well away from handle, operates with
one hand, eliminates usual dirt and hair to user- THREE
INTERCHANGEABLE BLADES. .. Comes with a 24-
tooth per inch blade, for spring shedding, summer cleaning.
Blades optional: 18 tooth for heavy shedding horses: 32-
tooth for light -skinned, light-haired horses. Replacement
blades, 55€ ea.

PAT. NO. 363"3‘549 Combines bosal-
type tiedown and rope loop- Rope

passes through loop off noseband.
: Trains a young horse to face cattle
[ s 1 s and get back on the rope. 3/16 vinyl-
e “‘Help! I'm running out of horse! ) W W 69340 A bd cable (US.A. madel. guaran-
Send 25¢ for catalog on other M & H Products, refunded teed not to break. For right- or left-
on first order. At your dealers or direct. In Canada see handed ropers. NO.TOl...$4.95

Eamor's Saddlery. \nc.. High River, Alberta. Canada.

best possible condition. Also, the
horse should be well-mannered
and handle himself well over vari-
ous trail obstacles. This is where
the disposition of the Quarter
Horses comes through. Their
weight over long distances is a dis-
advantage; however, their dis-
position which allows for proper
pacing without fretting is to their
advantage. Selecting light-framed
horses with medium width is the
key.

Like any good athlete, the
equine athlete must have the
proper temperament. Better yet,
his attitude must be suited to his
work. Equally important 1s his at-
titude towards other horses. and
obstacles which he encounters on
the trail. He must be able to work
in a crowd or be content to work
alone. There can be no buddying
or fretting for a stablemate or ac-
quired friend. Nothing will be
more detrimental than fretting.
This will cause a tremendous €x-
penditure of nervous energy.
When fretting over the loss of a
buddy, a horse will not negotiate
trail obstacles with any kind of fi-
nesse. He will not respond to the
rider. The head i1s high, resulting

E TO THE WONDERFUL WORLD

OF THE FOX TROTTER
3rd Annual Fox Trotting Futurity

For 2-year-old horses showing for $10,000 prize money

May 24 and 25, 1074 J§ 7th Annual Fall Show Falrgrounds Arena
7:30 p.m. Aug. 30 and 31, 1974 springfield, Missouri

[MLD—AMERIC-:A Eor free stallion directory and show schedule, write:

Mid-America Fox Trotting Horse Assn.
3440 E. Sunshine, springfield, MO 65804
Phone: Chester Jenkins 417-883-5286

Dan Murphy 417-866-4780

TTING HORSE ASSOCIATION

Superb, handcrafted silver
for horse & rider

in poor foot placement, stum- Here's why:

1i tc. I e. they work v :

'O_HIg, etc. in essence, MR e SUPERIOR QUALITY and beauty e HUGE SELECTION — includes

like a thrashing machine; hitting, bring immediate accepfance. 8000 bit combinations.

bumping, and crashing over brush, ® HggPEgl:lgRglVED] bits, wurs, L] ORLGINAI. PATTgRNS — custom-

Jimb A saddle & bridle si ver, in West- made to your crder. ;

imbs, and rocks. ; : ern motif. o BRAIDED LEATHER and rawhide,
When the horse and rider are 1n ® !’ERSONAL STERLING SILVER featuring .silver adornment —

touch with each other there s a li?:rfsllw _ some maiching above complete line.

good working relationship. The o WORLD'S FINEST silver crafts- Ask your local dealer about

men and engravers.

e ALL IN STERLING, with bits
and spurs overlaid on monel
or inlaid in iron.

horse will respond by collecting
himself, becoming attentive, and
watching the trail. To respond in
this manner the horse must get his
head down and watch where he 18
putting his feet.

The impulsion which a horse
possesses must be adequate to

ol
No. 20 Bt Bracelet w/figures in 10K

) )
gold on sterling bracelet w/sterling s““ s‘nv lITn.

twisted wire rope edge as pictured. P.0O. Box 2309
Turlock, California 95380
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Sand Flats Ranch5
ANDMADE HATRACK

28" x 14" x 4, all-steel; 13 Spacing for hats; 7+ Spac-

ing for coats, caps, chaps, etc. Non-gloss black finish

HAND-CAST ALUMINUM PLAQUES
Outsiandlng Indoors or Outdoors!
Hand Rubbed, Lasts a Litetime
Made in America’s Hometown of Plymouth County,
Massachusetts, Size: 127y 17, Colors: Gold, Black,
Antique Gold, Antique Copper, and Antique Pewter,

e “For mules, | yge Teddy Roosevelt's
fraining methods -+ . Speak softly and
carry a big stick!”

Price: $13.95 pr, ppd. in 1.8,
Mass. residents add 42¢ sales tax,
GENTURIAN GIFT SHOP
298 Court St,, Plymouth, Mass. 02360

Send 25¢ for brochure of many Colonial items, 10-day
money-hack guarantee. Please allow 4 weeks delivery,

Sand Flats Ranch Products
P.O. Box 666, Grapeland, Texas 75844

avoid having to push him all day:
yet, it cannot be such that you

ment, “I have g great horse for
trail riding, he just won'’t quit,”
really lets yoy know you are talk-
ing to an amateur. They wil] a]]

L

work, but ig willing to go at the
bace I set. If he hag to jig instead
of walk, fight his bit and toss his

ead instead of relaxing and
watching the terrain, then riding
is worse than walking.

Too little impulsion ang you get
tired from urging him down the
trail; too much and you suffer
from hand blisters, arm fatigue,
back strain, and, in my case, acid
indigestion from frustration. Get a
horse with the broper attitude
when you select one because you
are going to have to live with him,

No work of this type would be
complete without consideration of
heart and lungs. The heart of g
competitive horse should be sound
and strong. It ig difficult to megq-
sure and evaluate the heart of the
living animal; however, certain

$2.00/pr.; $3.50/two Pr., tax and ppd.
Send check, M.O, Master Charge, BankAmerticards
honored. We'j guarantee you’ll he pleased or money

back.
STEAVENSON CO.
Box 21215AD, Denver, Colo. 80221
303-571-0808

Silver-Like

No. S702

*34.00

Silver-Like stirrups, 2 by 3" Visalia-type‘
sShow stirrups; al hand engraved; all hang
formed: leather foot Pads with 114 engraved
concho.

Silver-Like looks like silver,

handrengmved like silver, TALES OF THE OLD WEST

hl ' i A set of 4 Charles M. Russel| paintings thlngs can be said abOUt the heart'
! COS?};’““C &8 f} ‘;15‘ Vfr is reproduced on delﬁxetquaht%/ paper The slower the resting heart rate,
ut will not tarnish J; e silver, for this splendid co ection of |itho- ;
graphed printe. Full-color prints  are the larger the capacity. There
Sopd 82 for catalog—refundabie on order over $10. 1‘2353“,“;,'[;”‘;”35?2‘2 "Lﬁg;rsaj‘fgs S Talds should be ng evidence of heart
Calif. residents add sales fax. Foreign orders in Order "RP77_Tales of the Old West"”
us Currency. : !

$7.50 per set of 4 prints, plus 45¢ post! murmurs, espeC]aHy Severe ones.

age. Or, write for FREE catalog of west- Gallop beats (four-beat heart

: i tationery, o
KENYUN-T"DD DIST. co. S et e;glnlrgnézgrds?imfnfémga?rrg. sounds) usually Indicate a horse
P.O. Box 517 The Leanin’ Tree Ranch has had hard work and should not
Paimdale, CA 93550 Box 1500- v1, Boulder, Colo, 80302 | interpreted as abnorma] Well-
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“conditioned horses commonly
have a resting heart rate of 28 to
32 beats per minute at night.

The ability of a horse to take in
an adequate amount of air can be
evaluated by checking the nostrils
and throatlatch and listening to
him breathe after exercise. The
nostrils should be large and open
so as not to restrict air flow. The
nose should not be too narrow as
this can result in reduction of the
internal air passage volume. The
horse is one animal that takes in
almost 100 percent of his air in-
take through the nose and does no
mouth breathing. The horse must
not have any restriction to air
flow through the nostrils, nasal
turbinates, or nasopharynx—or,
for that matter, any portion of the
air deliverancy system.

The area between the jaws and
the throatlatch must not be nar-
row and restricted. Any restriction
of the air passages can be heard af-
ter a short, vigorous exercise. If
there is any doubt about restric-
tion, then listen to the nose,
throat, trachea, and lungs with a
stethoscope. Any restriction will
cause air turbulence that can be
heard with the stethoscope.

The lung capacity of a horse is
more closely related to the depth
of the chest than to its width.
Thus a deep chest of good length
and medium width is desirable.
The horse at rest should breathe
at four to eight respirations per
minute. If a horse does not have a
good lung capacity, he will con-
sistently respond to stress by
panting rather than deep breath-
ing. Panting is very inefficient for
oxygen exchange and it will not
facilitate rapid recovery from
stress.

When selecting the competitive
trail horse, first watch his action
and stride as they are the basic cri-
terion of selection. Then consider
the size, conformation, and dis-
position. Lastly check the lung
and heart capacity. Then make
certain of his soundness. Should a
horse have all these qualities, he
has the makings of & FRERC
champion. The one remaining re-
quirement is the time and effort it
takes -to condition and compete
your horse.

While winning is not every-
thing, it’s much the best to losing.
Riding is the real reward due the
avid trail rider. ¥
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JOCKEY COLORS

Jockey Racing Colors, priced from $23.95;
add $4.50 for helmet cover. Custom made
to your specifications of Skinner Satin or
Nylon.

Send $1.00 for complete catalog of jockey
colors and racing supplies to:
PAUL’S HARNESS SHOP

Box 376-W
Stryker, Ohio 43557

734 1/1000ths second, all portable

RSE TIMERS

anas. Eliminates all
alid-state circuitry,
and  stands  included.

Texes.
invisible beam. Carrying
LARGE ARENA DISPLAY

+ 10-DAY REFUND = 1-YEAR GUARANTEE

ZIP-A-MATIC

P. 0. Box 5187, Dept. W.H.
Shreveport, LA 71105 Phone: 318-868-0125

Crazy Bear Broken Arm

Truly western decor, quality parchment paper B/W
prints by artists Bob Dale and Don Collins, framed
in handcrafted weathered Colorado aspen. No two
frames are exactly alike. $11.95 each, ppd. Prints
only, 2 for $3.00 ppd. Send 20¢ in coin or stamps for
illustrated brochure of 40 prints of real Indians, cavalry,
wildlife and. old homesteads. Print size: 11" x17";
frame size: 18" x 24", Satisfaction guaranteed.

DONORIS ENTERPRISES

P.O. Box 66, Sapinero, Colorado, West 81247

ing. These coats are made from top gx:ade hides.
There are no man-made materials or oily, smelly
hides used in our coats. Guaranteed to be the
warmest coat you will ever own. Put one of these
coats to work, keeping you warm. (The perfect gift.)
COLOR: BUCKSKIN SIZES: MEN’S 36-50, LADIES' 8-16
PRICE: $150
TEN-DAY MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE
Mail orders promptly filled
SEND FOR OUR FREE BROCHURE
SHEEP SHAPES
Dept. WH-5
West St.

1970 Delaware Ave.,
Phone orders accepied.

Minn. 55118

Paul,
612-455-5545

s i 1
NE SHEEPSS
t ygu S-
frdm roughout

[

A sensible way to protect (and preserve)
your copies of The Western Horseman

A durable, custom-designed Library Case
will protect your copies of The Western
Horseman from dust and wear. At the same
time, it will help vou conserve valuable
space and reduce library clutter. Each Li-
brary Case has a muscular 13127x1012"x5”
frame that can hold 12 cr more issues of
The Western Horseman. In elegant Wine
Red simulated leather, its spine is embossed
with 16-K gold lettering for maximum legi-
bility. (Bach Library Case also includes gold
transfer so you can print the volume and
vear each case contains.) To order, merely
fill in and return the form below.

To: Jesse Jomes Box Corp., P. O. Box 5120,

Dept. WH, Philadelphia, Pa. 19141

Please send ine

man Library Cas

Western Horse- ;

at $4.25 each.* I under- 1
stand this oric includes postage, packing,

and handling, U.S.A. orders only. (*3 Library I

Cases for $1200, 6 for $22.00.) My check }
8 T p e RS, | S

I

I

|

(or money order) for .....

enclosed.
NAMEL . ol ol sierie o o mupriay fe et cl el aisaiana
(Please Print)
ADDRESSE wflon o S e S R, }
GUEY e s e 2t s I
State or Province Zip or Zone |
Note: Satisfiction guaranteed or money re- |
funded, Allowr 3 weeks for delivery. 1
| i i e e et ot e ot e —_



SHOPPERS' CORRAL

WOOD SIGNS. ..
(o your personal desire.

All sizes for the house, ranch, cabins, barn, entrance
ways, etc. For individual or commercial use Avail-
able with inset silhouettes, deep relief carving or raised
lettering.

Also made to your requirements are carved scenes,
plaques, crests, zodiac signs, etc. Send $1.00 for bro-
chures and order forms, fully refunded with first
order.

Woodcarvers Art, Lid,
Box 96486, Colorado Springs, Colo. 80909

Ideal for training
stables or riding
clubs. Informative

films  covering all
aspects of riding.

™ FREE BROCHURE
Kerr-Gray Enterprises o Dept. 4

22612 Sylvan St. e Woodland Hills, Ca. 91364
CEE e S

DETROIT APPROVED
POLYETHYLENE GAS TANKS FOR PICKUPS

Increase your gas capacity 40 gallons with new
DETROIT APPROVED POLYETHYLENE ECONO-
TANKS. Make complete round trip from your bulk
storage without refueling, Why pay gas station
prices? Simple one hour installation — no body
work necessary, ECONO-TANKS weigh 10 lbs. each
and are stronger than 7-ga. steel. Saddle tanks
pay for themselves in a short time. ECONO-TANKS
may also be used for drinking water storage.
Money-back guarantee. Write for descriptive litera-
ture and price. Call toll free . ., 800-433-2386

PICKUP EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
P.O. Drawer C, Hewitt, TX 76643

e, -

This is ... Knot Remover
U.S. Patent 3491723
Really does the job. Special tool easily removes
knots, tangles, mats, burrs from manes, tails, any
long-haired animal. Fifteen 180° gold-tone blades,
polished ebony handle, perfect safety. Profes-
sional groomers and leading horsemen find Knot
Remover “the” perfect grooming tool. Send %6.95.
check, M.O., or write for descriptive literature to:

Superior Products Mfg. Co. oo v

200 Hawthorne Ave,, Staten Island, N.¥. 10314

NEW! 7/16" super-leaded poly lariat rope, used
by professional ropers. Waterproof. High tensile
strength. Hard lay. Needs little breaking in. 30-ft.
made-up lariat, $11.95.

7/16" or 3/8" leaded nylon, medium lay. $12.95,
30-ft. lariat. Specify size. Add $1.00 postage and
handling per rope. Available in coils.

J-B RANCH SUPPLY MFG.
P.O. Box 650
RAPID CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 57701
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Coming Events

Dates listed in these columns must
be received at The Western Horse-
man by the 8th of the month two
months prior to publication. The
charge is $5 for a two-line listing in
one issue only. Please list the cor-
rect date, name of the event, and
place; and enclose with $5 payment
mailed to “Coming Events,” The
Western Horseman, P.O. Box 280,
Colorado Springs, Colorado 80901

April 29-May 4
Jim Shoulders Rodeo Riding School: Hen-
ryetta, Okla. 74437

May 4-5
Invitational Cowboy Polo Tournament
(Paul Dutton, ph. 303-424-2222): Arvada,
Colo.

May 9-12
Arabian Horse Fair (Arabian Horse So-
ciety, P.O. Box 85, Lebanon, Ohio 45036):
Louisuville, Ky.

May 18
Tri-County Trail Assn. 30-Mile Competi-
tive Ride (Arvine Whitmer, 5489 Riverdale
Rd. 8.W., Bolivar, Ohio 44612): E. Sparta,
Ghio

May 18-19
Tywama Saddle Club All-Indian Rodeo
(Rt. 1, Box 3): Tygh Valley, Ore. 97063

May 19
American Mustang National Champion-
ship Show (Karla Ballreich, 714-449-8819,
Lakeside, Calif.): San Diego, Calif.

May 24-26
Cavalier Riding Club NATRC Competitive
Trail Ride (Ike Mosgrove, 7260 Tohin Rd.,
golo. Springs, Colo. 80908): F. Carson,
olo.

May 26
Green Acres Riding Club Horse Show
(Green Acres Farm, 9700 S. 88th Ave.):
Palos Hills, 1ll. 60457

May 30-31
California Horse Symposium (Gailen Mar-
tin, Calif. Livestock Symposium, Dept.
3370, P.O. Box 37000, San Francisco 94137):
Fresno, Calif.

® “Whoopee! | don't have to wash dishes
this week ’cause my piano recital is
Saturday and my teacher doesn’t want me
to cut my fingers!”’
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